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Tift County Selected for Homeland Security Project

Tift County has been selected to participate as one of only 43 Countiesin Georgiain
building thefirst statewide inter oper able communications system for public safety.
Chief Mike Flippo Director of the Tifton/Tift County Emer gency M anagement
Agency explained that funding for the project has been provided by Federal
Homeland Security Dollars and would provide an enhanced level of protection for
all residentsof Tift County including theincor porated Cities of Tifton, Ty Ty and
Omega.

“Interoper able Communicationsis one of the most important goalsidentified in
protecting Georgia’'shomeland”, Director of Homeland Security Georgia
Emergency Management Agency Mike Sherberger said. “ Areas selected were
evaluated by analysis examining population, critical infrastructure, and
transportation corridors.”

This project will provide inter oper able communications for the operators of radios
using different technologies and frequency channels, and provide important
advancesin capability for law enforcement and state agenciesin times of crises. The
Office of Homeland Security - Geor gia Emer gency M anagement Agency (OHS-
GEMA) has contracted with Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI), to provide
technical oversight for theinitiative. “ The plan will not require public safety
agenciesto purchase new infrastructure or equipment in order to participate, rather
will utilize existing radio frequency (RF) infrastructure” said Chief Mike Flippo.

While only forty-three counties wer e chosen, because of limited state-wide budget
funds, the cover age accrued by thisfirst phase will be over 75% of Georgia’s
population.



