TIFTON

CITY COUNCIL

WORKSHOP

MEETING

APRIL 5, 2021
5: 30 PM
TIFTON CITY HALL

Attendees
Mayor Julie Smith
Council

Member Wes Ehlers

Council

Member Jack Folk

Pcte Pyrzenski, City Manager
Rob Wilmot, City Attorney
Jessica White, City Clerk

Council Member Johnny Terrell
Council Member M. Jay Hall
Call to Order

Mayor Julie Smith called the meeting to order at 5: 30 PM.
Approval

of the Agenda

Council Member Folk made the first motion for approval of the agenda. Motion seconded by
Hall and unanimously approved.
Update on Tourism

and Films

Ms. Angela Elder with the Tifton Tourism Association gave an update on tourism and filming in
Tift County. Ms. Elder mentioned Tifton currently has 16 hotels with 1, 267 rooms. She briefly
reviewed Tifton' s attractions, destinations, facilities and traffic count. She mentioned the

hospitality industry

is the 3"

largest in Georgia, and tourism

creates

a$

109. 16 million economic

impact for Tifton, with 931 jobs and produces $ 7. 7 million in tax revenue. She mentioned
tourism association is currently work on a new tourism campaign and preparing to celebrate

Tifton' s 150`h Sesquicentennial Celebration in 2022. Lastly Ms. Ehlers reviewed the recent
movies filmed in Tifton and the economic impact they created. She mentioned their office is
also currently working to provide a more structured process for handling films in Tifton.
Discussion of Inert Landfill

Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned the City has previously discussed numerous options for handling inert
material to become profitable. Mr. Hobby gave an overview of the amount of waste and income
generated at the inert landfill and mentioned the City must consider changes in order for the inert
landfill to become self- susiainable. Staff proposed an increase from $ 18/ ton to $ 25/ ton on
commercial material received at the inert land ll. Mr. Hobby mentioned material that is too large
for grinding, must be buried at the landfilL Council suggested limiting the size of the trees and
stumps that the City would accept or charging additional fees for items that were too large for
grinding. Council briefly discussed various options and agreed to bring forward the
recommended increase at the regular meeting.
Mr. Pyrzenski also mentioned the County is conducting their own review for pickup and disposal
of the County' s garbage and the County' s solid waste committee will be presenting a report at
their upcoming

meeting.

Resolution Providing for the Sale of Surplus Property
Mr. Adam Cobb, ESG Assistant Project Manager, provided Council with a list of 124 items to be
declared surplus and auctioned for sale in June 2021. Council reviewed the information

provided.

Resolutioa Appointing Voting Delegates to !Viunicipal Gas Authority of Georgia' s Election
Committee

Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned the resolution is for appointing members to participate in the MGAG
annual meeting.
Resolution Establishing Decorum for City Council Meetings
Mayor Julie Smith mentioned city staff recently participated in a mock council meeting with
Georgia Municipal Association and the meeting training material had a decorum which was
presented on the back of each meeting agenda. Mayor Smith mentioned she favored the concept
and requested the city begin doing the same. Staff drafted a resolution and policy for
establishing a decorum and Council reviewed. Mr. Wilmot mentioned the decorum prepared
was a very formal process and asked if the Council was interested in moving to a more formal
meeting process. Council briefly discussed and asked Mr. Wilmot to revise the policy to reflect
their current meeting procedures.

Ordinance Establishing Guidelines for Filming and Special Events
Mr. Wilmot presented a drafted ordinance formalizing the permitting of special events and film
permits. Mr. Wilmot mentioned the ordinance would require applicants apply for a permit and
allow for staff time to ensure event &
filming activities were consistent with the city' s policy.
Council briefly reviewed and Mayor Smith asked for the ordinance to be provided to the
Tourism

Association

for review.

Discussion of Proposed Amendments to the Alcohol Ordinance

Mr. Wilmot mentioned he has met with staff numerous times to discuss possible changes to the
alcohol ordinance and mentioned he is seeking Council' s input before moving forward with
drafting chan es. Mr. Wilmot proposed amending the definition of a" Bar" to match state law
and allowing additional business types to acquire an on premise consumption license. Council
briefly discussed the proposed change and consented to the proposed change. Additionally Mr.
Wilmot proposed removing the citizenship requirement for applicants and revising the
application approval process. Council also agreed to those amendments. Lastly Mr. Wilmot
referenced SB236 & SB219 which recently passed and allowed for restaurants to offer mixed
drinks to- go. He mentioned once the bills are signed state law allows for restaurants to begin

offering up to two drinks per meal to- go and local governments have the option to opt out if they
do not want to allow restaurants to provide mixed drinks to- go. Council briefly discussed the
option and agreed to allow this option in Tifton. Mr. Wilmot mentioned he would draft the

proposed amendments as discussed and bring back before Council for approval.
City Manager Report

Mr. Pyrzenski provided updated COVID statistics and latest Governor' s Executive Order. Mr.
Pyrzenski recommended opening the park facilities for events, but not reopening the restroom
facilities.

He

also

suggested

to maintain the current restrictions

in place for the Tift Theatre.

Council reviewed the information and briefly discussed. Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned he did not
want to open the restrooms because the City did not have the manpower to meet the current
sanitizing

requirements.

Mr. Pyrzenski also provided Council with an updated projected 2020 CDBG budget for

construction of the Youth Center. Council reviewed the information provided and briefly
discussed.

Lastly Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned IDP has tentatively scheduled a groundbreaking for their
development on June 15`.
Council

Comments

Vice Mavor Wes Ehlers: Ehlers announced he will not be seeking re- election this year in order to
spend more titne with his family. Each Council Member expressed their appreciation for Ehlers'
service and were saddened to see him not continue serving.
Executive

Session

Council Member Terrell made the first motion to go into executive session to discuss legal and

personnel matters. Motion seconded by Folk and unanimously approved. Meeting closed to
executive

session.

Council Member Ehlers made the first motion to go out of executive session, seconded by Hall,
and unanimously approved.
Resolution Providing for Executive Session

Council Member Ehlers made the motion for approval of the resolution, seconded by Hall, and
unanimously approved.
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A MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
r

Council

makes the following motion:

member

That City Council now enters into executive session as allowed by O. C. G. A. Section 50- 14- 4 and
pursuant to advice by the City Attorney, for the purpose of discussing the following:
1.

check all that apply)
v

Legal Matters.

V

Personnel

Matters.

Real Estate Matters.

That each member of this body, in open session, at the conclusion of such executive session,
and consistent with the provisions of City of Tifton Resolution No. 99- 66, either:
1.

Execute the Affidavit, the form of which having been previously approved; or

2.

Vote upon the Resolution, the form of which having been previously approved, to be
followed by the execution of the above- referenced Affidavit by so many members of
this Council that so desire,

all of which is in compliance with O. C. G. A. Section 50- 14-4; thereby this body, by appropriate form of
either Affidavit or Resolution/ Affidavit, ratifying the actions of the Council taken in executive session
and confirming that the subject matters of the closed session were within exceptions permitted by the
Open Meetings

Council

law.

member /./

l

_

seconds the motion.

Motion Approved

Those voting in favor of the motion for closure:
Council Members:

,

Those voting against the motion for closure:
Council Members: ,
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AFFIDAVIT

Personally

appeared

before the undersigned

attesting officer, duly authorized

to administer

oaths in the State of Georgia:

Present

Absent

Julie B. Smith

Wes Ehlers

Jack Folk

V

v

Johnny Terrell
M. Jay Hall

Who, after being duly sworn, deposes and on oath states the following:
1.

I am a member of the Tifton City Council and I was present at a meeting of the City Council held
on

2.

day

the

of

Y

2021.

That it was my understanding that O. C. G. A. Section 50- 14- 4( b) provides as follows:
When any meeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant to
subsection ( a) Of this Code section, the chairperson or other person
presiding over such meeting shall execute and file with the official
minutes of the meeting a notarized affidavit stating under oath that
the subject matter of the meeting or the closed portion thereof was
devoted to matters within the exceptions provided by law and
identifying the specific relevant exception.

3.

The subject matter of the closed meeting or closed portion of the meeting held on the
day

of

2021,

which

was

closed for the purpose(

s)

of:

Legal M atters

Personnel Matters

Real Estate Matters

As allowed by O. C. G. A., Title 50, Chapter 14, was devoted to matters within those exceptions and as
provided by law.
4.

This affidavit is being executed for the purpose of complying with the mandate of O. C. G. A.
Section 50- 14- 4( b) that such an affidavit be executed.

This affidavit is likewise executed by the following members of the City Council present at such

5.

executive session in support of open and honest government and in compliance with City of
Tifton

Resolution

This

J
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day

of

2021.
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