City of" Cifton

Council Workshop
July 12, 2021
5: 30 PM

Tifton City Hall
Attendees
Mayor Julie Smith

Pete Pyrzenski, City Manager

Vice Mayor Wes Ehlers

Rob Wilmot, City Attorney
Jessica White, City Clerk

Council

Member Jack Folk

Council Member Johnny Terrell
Council Member M. Jay Hall
Public Hearing on Boyd Property Application PP21- 0025 and PP21- 0026 for Annexation

and Rezone for property located on Carrington Drexler Road from County Residential
R1) to

City of Tifton Suburban Agricultural ( SA), Map and Parcel Number 0057 060
Mr. Wilmot reviewed the application, reviewcd the zoning procedures, and asked the Council

Members the following conflict questions to determine their eligibility in participating in the
hearing.

1. Have any of the applicants or opponents to applications contributed at least $ 250 to any
of the campaigns for election during the past two years? Everyone stated no.

2. Do you or any members of your family own property that would be impacted by these
classification applications whether that be a positive impact or a negative impact? Everyone stated
no.

3. Do you or any members of your family have an interest in a business that would be
impacted by these classification applications whether that be a positive impact or a negative
impact? Everyone stated no.

Mr. Wilmot asked that the record reflect that the Council Members present did not have any
conflicts of interest and were eligible to participate in the hearing.

Ms. Crystal Gaillard, Community Development Director, reviewed the applications requesting
annexation of 93. 59 acres and rezoning from County Suburban Agricultural ( SA) to City of
Tifton Suburban Agricultural ( SA) to allow for a solar farm. Ms. Gaillard mentioned the

Planning and Zoning Commission recommended using conditional zoning for approving the
application with the following conditions:
1.
Limit the footprint of the solar array to 20 acres as shown on the photovoltaic system map
2.
Fence the property, however, fencing is not necessary on the front of I- 75
3.
Resurvey the property and replat into two separate parcels. Splitting the property would
allow the southern portion to be rezoned to R- 14 and the northern portion to be rezoned
to SA.
4.

Include the additional 2- acre property into the annexation

Ms. Gaillard further reviewed the maps and applications.

The Public hearing opened to public

comment.

I

Mr. Ryan Sandcrs w/ Beltlinc Energy, LLC spokc in favor

f thc application.

Hc mcntioncd his

organization is requesting to utilize the property for a proposed solar farm, which would
significantly increase the City' s property tax and personal property tax revenue on the tract. He
mentioned the solar farm if approved, would be a 30 to 40- year commitment, and following the
close of the agreement the solar cquipment would be removed from the property and restored to
its original state. He also mentioned the solar farm would not be visible to any of the adjoining
residential property owners. Mr. Sanders mentioned Beltline originally submitted an application
to Tift County for rezoning the property, but because of spot roning issues, the property was not
approved by the commission. Additionally, he mentioned throughout each public hearing they

have not had any local opposition to the solar development. Mr. Pyrzenski asked if the house on
the 2 acres being withheld from annexation was habitable, and Mr. Sanders confirmed that the
property owners have confirmed that it is not.
No

one else spoke

and the

hearing

closed at :

47 PM.

Public Hearing on Carrington Property Application PP21- 0023 and PP21- 0024 for
Annexation and Rezone for property located on Carrington Drexler Road from Countv
Residential (
R1) to City of Tifton Suburban Agricultural ( SA), Map and Parcel Number
0057 109

Mr. Wilmot reviewed the application, reviewed the zoning procedures, and asked the Council
Members the following conflict questions to determine their eligibility in participating in the
hearing.

1. Have any of the applicants or opponents to applications contributed at least$ 250 to any
of the campaigns for election during the past two years? Everyone stated no.

2. Do you or any members of your family own property that would be impacted by these
classification applications whether that be a positive impact or a negative impact? Everyone stated
no.

3. Do you or any members of your family have an interest in a business that would be
impacted by these classification applications whether that be a positive impact or a negative
impact?

Mayor Smith disclosed she had a conflict with the Carrington
meeting during the public hearing.

Property and left the

Ms. Crystal Gaillard, Community Development Director, reviewed the application requesting
annexation and rezoning of a portion of parcel 0057 109 which is approx. 29. 294 acres for the
development of a solar farm. Ms. Gaillard mentioned the Planning and Zoning Board
recommended using conditional zoning with the following conditions:
1.
Landscaping buffer with native vegetation
2.
3.

Fencing the property
Pollinator- iriendly solar practices

She mentioned

the

application

request was consistent with the city' s comprehensive plan.

Ms.

Gaillard reviewed the maps of the property and mentioned the application is for constructing a
solar farm for the right of use for a 30 to 40- year period. The hearing opened to public comment.
Mr. Ryan Sanders with Beltline Ener; y, LLC spoke about the application and mentioned the
development

plan

has been agrecd

upon

with the current property

owners

and will

keep

the Carm

property productive for the next 30 to 40 years. Mr. Sanders mentioned the solar farm will

provide additional property tax revenue for the City of Tifton. He mentioned the proposed
development will also add additional property to the City of Tifton, and provide an avenue for
future development following the end of the term for the solar farm development. City Attorney
Rob Wilmot asked Mr. Sanders to clarify the portion of the Carrington Property which was being
withheld from the annexation request. Mr. Sanders mentioned the property owners would like to
portion of the property in the County Unincorporated
residential putposes on smaller lots of land.

keep

a

in

order

to possibly

develop

I

for

I

Council Member Folk ask if the property that was being withheld from the annexation could be
zoned to allow for a smaller lot size in City SA Zoning in order to annex the entire property. Mr.
Wilmot mentioned he would look into the possibility of the option. Mr. Sanders mentioned
Beltline Energy does not have development rights on the remaining land which is not included in
the application.

Felicia Carrington Meadows, who has a family interest in the property, mentioned she would like
to further explore the option suggested by Council Member Folk. She also mentioned her entire
family is in favor of the solar farm. Mr. Wilmot questioned Ms. Meadows on the plans for the
tract not being annexed and she stated her family has not been able to mutually agree on a plan
for that portion of land.
There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed. Mayor Smith rejoined the
meeting.

Council Workshop
Call to Order

Mayor Julie Smith called the meeting to order at 6: 18 PM.
Approval

of the Agenda

Mayor Smith mentioned item 10 ( Resolution Abandoning Alley Located on Parcel No. T018 001
and Declaring Property Surplus) would be removed and brought back after a further review.
Council Member Folk made the motion for approval of the agenda as amended, motion seconded

by Hall and unanimously approved.

Discussion and Review of Proposed Lease Agreement with Farmer' s Bulk Supply, LLC for
Operation of the Tifton Inert Landfill

Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned the Inert Landfill is not currently profitable and staff is recommending
to contract with Farmer' s Bulk Supply, LLC to take over its operations. Mr. Steve w/ Fanner' s

Bulk Supply, was present to discuss the contract terms. Mr. Ricky Hobby, Landfill Director,
stated each year the operational cost at the inert landfill keeps increasing and the revenue does
not cover the current expenses. Mr. Hobby mentioned the business currently grinds the material
collected at the landfill and the contract would allow him to operate the landfill on behalf of the

City. Mr. Steve mentioned he has multiple operational agreements, such as the one being
proposed, with other governments in South Georgia. He mentioned he collects and grinds the
wood material to use for resale.

Mr. Pyrzenski

mentioned

the cost fbr material brought to the

I

landfill

by

Ryland would

18/ ton and

cost

everyone

else

will be cllarged

25/

ton.

Mr. Pyrrenski

I

mentioned the proposed agreement would be for one year and this is also being brought before
the County for approval.
Discussion and Review of City Holidays
Ms. Emily Beeman, HR Director, mentioned in June 2021 the President signed a bill to

recognize Juneteenth as a federal holiday and staff is bringing this forward for review. Ms.
Beeman provided Council with a listing of the current city holidays and current federal holidays.

Ms. Beeman mentioned the city does not recognize all federal holidays but wanted to bring this

forward for review. Mr. Pyrz_enski mentioned adding a holiday would cost roughly$ 19, 000 and
if approved the budget would need to be amended.

Council Member Folk recommended

reviewing this during the preparation of next year' s budget. Council Member Ehlers proposed
not postponing the review and decision. The item will be further discussed at the Council
Meeting.

Resolution Amending the Employee Handbook for Educational Incentive Program

Ms. Emily Beeman presented a proposed change to the employee policy which would remove
the employee education reimbursement policy and create an educational incentive policy. She

mentioned the reimbursement policy has not been used since 2014 and the new program would
allow employees to receive a one- time incentive for receiving a degree. The incentive amounts
would be $ 750 for Associates'

s

Degree, $ 1, 000 for Bachelor' s Degree, and $ 2, 000 for a Master' s

Degree. Ms. Beeman reviewed the policy requirements which included a pay- back requirement
if the employee did not continue employment for one year following the pay- out. Council
reviewed the policy and briefly discussed.
Resolution Approving the School Resource Of6cer ( SRO) Agreement

Chief Steve Hyman presented the annual contract for providing school resource officers at Tift
County Schools. Chief Hyman mentioned the contract is the same as in previous years and the
cost covers the salary and benefits for the officers during the school term. Chief Hyman

mentioned any SRO hours outside of regular school hours are paid directly by the school to the
officers.

The annual contract amount totaled $ 217, 59326.

Resolution Approving Amendment No. 7 to the Agreement with ESG Operations, Inc
Mr. Jeff West presented the amended agreement which was updated to reflect the FY2022
Budget.

Resolution Updating the Georgia Fund 1 Investment Account

Mr. Larry Lawrence, CFO, mentioned this resolution is a housekeeping item and will add Mr.
Lawrence to the City' s investment account.
Resolution Updating Authorized Signers for Ameris Bank

Mr. Lawrence mentioned the proposed resolution is for adding himself as an authorized signer to
the city' s bank accounts.

I

Resolution Amending the FY2021 Budget

Mr. Larry Lawrence mentioned the budget is being amended to correct line items that went o er
budget. All the amendments were for the City' s general fund and the amendment would increase
the City' s general fund by 302, 650.
Resolution Calling for a Special Referendum Etection for Authorizing Package Sale of
Distilled

Spirits

Mr. Rob Wilmot mentioned a newly approved legislative bill was passed and allows for a call ior
a referendum to be placed on the ballot without the necessity of a petition as previously required.
Council discussed and suggested moving forward to allow the voters to decide on allowing
package stores inside the city limits. Pyrzenski also mentioned if Council would like to movc
brward with the special election, the City would also need to begin developing the license
guidelines in the event the referendum passes. The resolution calls for a special election to be
held at the same time as the general election on November?, ? 0? 1.
Council rcviewed and
briefly discussed the additional revenue it would provide.
Ordinance Amending the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 74, Articic V. Hotel
Occupaney Tax to Include Applicabilit

for Marketplace

Facilitators, Innkeepers, and

Short- Term Rentals

Mr. Rob Wilmot mentioned the proposed ordinance adds requirements that online marketplace
facilitators

such as, Air B& B and VRBO,

would

be required

to also collect

and remit hotel/ motel

tax as the hotels.

Consider

Adoption

of Ordinances

for Annexation

and Rezone

of Approx.

93. 59 Acres

Located on Carrington Drexler Road as Requested by Ryan Sanders, Beltline Energy LLC,
Map and
Property

Parcel Number

0057 060. ( Application

PP21- 0025 and PP21- 0026)— Boyd

Council briefly discussed the possibility of the potential development to expand and develop in
future years. Council discussed the possibility of reducing the lot size in SA zoning in order to
accommodatc future development. Additionally Council discussed splitting the zoning on the
parcel.
Consider

Adoption

of Ordinances

for Annexation

and Rezone of Approx. 29. 294 Acres

Located on Carrington Drexler Road as Requested by Ryan Sanders, Beltline Energy LLC,
Map and Parcel Number 0057 109. ( Application PP21- 0023 and PP21- 0024)— Carrington
Property

Council briefly discussed the possibility of the potential development to expand and develop in
future years. Council discussed the possibility of reducing the lot size in order to accommodate
additionally annexing the portion withheld from the applications. It was recommended to allow
residential property in SA which was compatible with R- 20. Mr. Wilmot will draft the

ordinances as recommended by Council.
Board Report

Council briefly reviewed the board report.

I

City Manager Report

Mr. Pyrzenski recognized Jonathon Taylor and the IT department for being awarded thc 2020
G2G Award from the Georgia GMIS Association far imple nenting the integration of the City' s
existing document management system with the financial management system.

Council

congratulated Jonathon on the accomplishment, project success, and award.
He also mentioned the youth center plans have been approved and the city will be scheduling a
groundbreaking soon for the youth center and IDP development.
Mr. Pyrzenski

presented and reviewed the 2021 nal property tax digest, 5- year history, and
recommended moving forward with the property tax rollback. Council Member Folk mentioned
some people may still see a property tax increase if their property was reevaluated and their
assessment

increased.

Mayor and Council

Comments

Council Member Jack Folk: Asked for an update on the speed zone for Interstate 75. Chief
Hyman mentioned he has reached out to GDOT but has not connected with the correct individual

at this time. Mr. Pyrzenski mentioned he would additionally reach out to the department. Mr.
Folk also commented on the COV1D vaccines.

Council Member Terrell: expressed he was excited about the reccnt and upcoming changes in his
district.

Mayor Smith: Mentioned she recently received a positive report from a citizen who
complimented Drew Rutland from the Tifton Police Department.

The meeting adjourned at 7: 10 PM.
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