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LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

As another fiscal year with the City of Tifton draws to a close, reflecting

and the various infrastructure that you’d expect from local government.

on the challenges and successes while planning on a vibrant future

Again, making sure state and federal resources are maximized by

seems appropriate.

matching funds gives us the most bang for the buck- recognizing that
all funds coming into the organization are public funds- your funds-

Having the opportunity to serve in my 10th year on City Council and

reminds us daily to be frugal, cautious, but creative in how we utilize

my 6th year as mayor of this great town is one of the most rewarding

tax dollars. This annual report is your report on how your money is

aspects of my life. Surpassed only by my love for my family and by

being spent and how we are meeting the needs of Tifton.

my faith, public service is a journey that has allowed me to experience
many amazing opportunities for Tifton and given me the chance to

As we move into a new fiscal year, I encourage you to plug in where

meet some incredible people along the way. We could not do what we

you can. Tifton is many things to many people, but it’s home to us

do as local government without having partners in state and federal

all. Get involved in local government by serving on one of the many

government. Tifton is blessed to have dedicated state and federal

boards that we have. Join us for special events such as Rock the

leadership – those who are very willing to listen to our needs and work

Block, Rhythm and Ribs, Second Saturdays and others where you will

with us to make sure our community has access to grant money, state

not only have a great time, but you can meet neighbors, learn about

and federal programs, and resources that we need to manage the

what businesses are in town and make new friends. Attend a Council

services that we provide for each of you, our residents, businesses and

meeting to share your ideas or concerns. Let us know your interests

visitors.

and we can point you in the right direction to be a part of the success
of this great community.

Tifton is also blessed to have a growing and diverse business and
industry mix. The corporate partners that support various programs,

In closing, I am grateful and I thank you for the opportunity to serve

employ our residents, empower diversity and provide goods and

Tifton. In my new role as the 90th president of the Georgia Municipal

services are key to a thriving, successful community. I look around

Association, I now have the privilege of serving Georgia’s 537 cities. In

Downtown Tifton and I applaud the small businesses who are the

this role I hope to continue to represent Tifton to the best of my ability,

heartbeat of our town. We have a strong cultural arts presence that is

and I hope to bring home the ideas, opportunities and resources that

a benefit for all ages. The industrial base of our community is strong.

are out there for us to be a part of- anything that I can do to make

Being located at major crossroads with access for rail, trucking, airport,

Tifton better is a priority, and serving each of you in this role is an

inland ports, and warehousing has made Tifton a major contender for

honor.

growth of our industrial base.

Over the last twelve months, we’ve had

the honor of welcoming many new businesses to Tifton, and I see that

2022 is a special year for us! Happy 150th Birthday Tifton! Here’s

trend continuing into the next year. We are thankful for those jobs and

to 150 more and to being the best we can be. May we each light the

opportunities. Our agricultural base feeds the world. We have a school

way, looking forward to a bright future while remembering our past and

system that is second to none and with UGA, ABAC, Southern Regional,

honoring those who have gone before us to make this place we call

libraries, and other educational systems located right here at home,

home so special.

access to education is available to all. The faith-based community
offers so much for our residents, and being involved with your local

A special thank you to all of our City of Tifton employees and partners!

church is rewarding. And who doesn’t love a festival! Tourism is so

You make us proud by your commitment to excellence and dedication

important to our town and we are thankful for the many visitors who

to this organization.

enjoy Tifton.
I welcome your call or email anytime at 229.339.1776 or
Providing services for you is a significant part of our day. Making sure

JulieSmith@TIfton.net.

our public safety officials are at the top of their profession by offering
training, educational opportunities, advancement options and growth
allow not only for our employees to reach their highest potential, but
in doing so gives you our residents the best in law enforcement, firefighting, and public safety.
With the amount of growth taking place in our community, we have
worked diligently to meet the needs as it relates to water, sewer, roads,
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FROM TIFTON'S FIRST FEMALE MAYOR TO
GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

In 2016, Mayor Smith became the first female mayor for the City of Tifton after serving on the city council since 2012.

On June 26, 2022, Mayor Julie Smith was sworn in as president of the Georgia Municipal Association at the annual convention in
Savannah. She previously served as first, second, and third vice president. Smith has also previously chaired GMA's Legislative
Policy Council and Federal Policy Council. She also makes regular appearances in Washington, D.C. and in Georgia's Capitol to
advocate for the needs of Tifton and Georgia's cities.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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LETTER FROM THE CITY MANAGER
Dear Citizens of the City of Tifton,

factor in the overall success of 2022. It was also
noted that visitors, tourism efforts and marketing
I am pleased to present the 2021-2022 City of Tifton
of our community have left a positive impact within
Annual Report designed to inform our citizens, elected the City of Tifton this year. As a result, we have
officials and other interested individuals of our city’s
experienced higher sales tax collection than in
activities, progress, and
years past which has led to steady contributions to
accomplishments last year. This publication
SPLOST, TSPLOST, and LOST collections which are
features the profiles of each department within
vitally important to our success. However, we must
our local government along with their significant
remain vigilant as an organization to stay focused on
accomplishments.
our services, resilient to any economic changes and
adaptive to the ever-changing health situation facing
This budget year focused on the impact of the Urban our state and country. The Tifton team is reaching
Redevelopment Area with the addition of the Grant
new heights and we continue to be committed and
funded Youth Center and the Nine Oaks housing
stand behind our vision and mission statement for the
complex that is being constructed on a seven-acre
betterment of the community.
city owned track that will provide new rental housing
opportunities for local citizens. The budget also
Lastly, it was an exciting year for the City of Tifton as
focused on increasing salaries for our public safety
Mayor Julie Smith was sworn in as GMA’s President
employees and recruiting the very best to serve our
of the Georgia Municipal Association. Even more
community. The new website was launched making
exciting was the fact that she did this in the same
the redesign friendlier and more interactive. As you
year Tifton turns 150 years old. We look forward to
can see within this publication, our devoted city
more successes this coming year along with positive
employees continue to provide top-notch municipal
economic and local community improvements.
government, public safety and quality-of-life services
to our citizens and visitors through our customerPlease allow me to thank the 143 dedicated City
centered and dedicated departments all year long and employees and 72 employees of ESG Operations for
do it within the budget they are provided.
the tremendous service each provides to the citizens
of Tifton, to our elected officials who provide us with
The City of Tifton experienced another year of many
leadership and direction, and to the citizens of the
successes utilizing capital funds. One of the most
Tifton community to whom we are privileged to serve
notable was the creation of the priority projects plan
on a daily basis. Thank you for taking the time to
which has identified the necessary improvements to
review this report.
the water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure. The
City of Tifton was successful in obtaining a $3.7M
Respectfully,
grant through ARPA State Funding which allowed us
to defer such capital costs for a complete total project
budget of over $7.7M. The City of Tifton spent $671K
on road resurfacing for 14 streets, and the Waste
Water Plant underwent mandatory maintenance
upgrades costing $2.1M. The downtown area was
enhanced with improvements to Main Lane and the
Commerce Way streetscape project is currently in
final design. The city could not have completed such
capital projects without our partnerships who have a
vested interest in making Tifton even better.

Pete Pyrzenski

This past year was a banner year for growth and
expansion within the City of Tifton. New construction
and business expansion have been a contributable
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THE MYON HOTEL

which is now home to City Hall, was constructed in downtown Tifton in 1906 by I.W.
Myers. Rehabilitated in the 1980s to house city offices, the Myon Hotel has been an iconic part of Tifton’s historic downtown for
generations. Its rehabilitation project corrected structural issues by strategically placing reinforcements within decorative historic
details. Additionally a skylight was added in the atrium to replicate a lost historic skylight, and original terrazzo floors and wood
hand railings were restored. With its investment in the Myon Hotel as the Tifton City Hall, the City of Tifton has emphasized its
commitment to its historic downtown.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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MAYOR & COUNCIL
City Council Workshops are normally held on the first Monday of each month and Council
Meetings on the third Monday of each month. Both meetings are held at Tifton City Hall in the
Council Chambers beginning at 5:30 PM. Proper notice will be given if changes are made to
the regular meeting schedule.

In January 2022, District 3 Councilman Lester Cromer, Jr. and District 1 Councilman Josh Reynolds were sworn
into office. District 2 Councilman Jack Folk was chosen by council to serve as Vice Mayor of Tifton.

City Council FY 21 Goals Achieved Include:
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Created a 1-3 year master plan identifying water and sewer infrastructure that most needed
improvement within the service area.
Identified areas on a service map; implemented required engineering.
Programmed capital funding to support each project completed.
New website and economic development guide designed for available incentives for easy access.
Prepared resolutions for package sales on upcoming ballet.
Addressed options for the Inert Landfill.
Completed RFQ for energy audit and capital recovery; selected firm that can assist the City of Tifton
with efficiencies completed.
Requested updates from the DDA on a quarterly basis; reviewed development projects, inventory of
empty buildings, trends and new downtown businesses.

8 City of Tifton | Annual Report 2021-2022

2022 Annual Report DRAFT TWO A4.indd 8

8/23/2022 12:02:17 PM

BY THE DISTRICTS
Julie Smith

Mayor
juliesmith@tifton.net

Jack Folk

Josh Reynolds

Vice Mayor, District 2
jfolk@tifton.net

District 1
jreynolds@tifton.net

Lester Cromer Jr.

M. Jay Hall

District 3
lcromer@tifton.net

District 4
mhall@tifton.net

Rob Wilmot

City Attorney
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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CITY CLERK
Jessica White
City Clerk
jjones@tifton.net
The City Clerk is the official record keeper
for the city and is responsible for recording
official actions of the City Council, updating
the city's code of ordinances, and managing
board appointments. The Clerk's Office is also
responsible for issuing business and alcohol
licenses and coordinating city elections.

Friendly City Facts
New Enterprise Zone
Qualifying businesses and property owners within the zone are
eligible to receive abatement of fees and taxes such as: building
permit fees, property taxes, and more. Contact the City Clerk for
more information.

1,235
20,465
business licenses issued
97
alcohol licencses issued

137

new businesses

98

open records requests
Tift County 4-Hers visited with Vice Mayor Jack Folk and Deputy City Manager
Emily Beeman to learn about the City of Tifton and civic engagement.

32

council meetings

18

ordinances

56

resolutions
In August, United States Senator Jon Ossoff visited the City of Tifton
where he participated in a driving tour with Mayor Smith and a roundtable
discussion with community leaders to discuss important topics.
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Leadership Tift's Local Government Day

On May 10, 2022 the Tifton-Tift County Chamber of Commerce's 2022 Leadership Tift class visited
with City of Tifton department heads, toured various facilities, and heard all about how city
government works on their Local Government Day.

The class met with the Tifton Police Department and Tifton Fire Department at the fire station, visited
the Waste Water Treatment Plant and heard from Mayor Julie Smith and City Manager Pete Pyrzenski
in council chambers.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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CUSTOMER SERVICE

The City of Tifton Customer Service Department provides newcomers and current customers with information
and handles service issues for water, sewer, natural gas, curbside sanitation pickup, dumpster service, and more.
Located at 130 1st Street East just inside the main entrance of City Hall, our Customer Service Representatives
are available in person or by phone at 229-391-3957, Monday – Friday during the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Inquiries may also be emailed to customerservice@tifton.net.

Friendly City Facts
What is the grace period?
Customers have a seven (7) day grace period to
remit payment after the due date before services are
disconnected; however, a 10% late fee is added to
the current balance the day after the due date.

Am I allowed an extension regarding
my utility bill?

Extensions are given on a case-by-case basis.
Customers must contact Customer Service to make
arrangements. The City will only provide up to two
(2) extensions per calendar year.

Why were my services
disconnected after I paid my utility
bill on cutoff day?
Customers have until 7:30 AM on cutoff day to remit
payment. Afterwards, the cutoff list is automatically
generated and sent to the appropriate department
at 8:00 AM. Customers on the list at that time will be
disconnected. Services are reconnected the same day.

Pay Your Utility Bill
•
•
•
•
•

Inside City Hall - 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Drive-Thru Window - 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Drop-Box - 24 Hours
By Phone - 1-844-562-2098 - 24 Hours
Online - www.tifton.net - 24 Hours

Start A New Service

Inside City Hall - 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
You will need the following to start a new service:
• Lease or Closing Disclosure
• Photo ID
• Social Security Card

Close/End Service
•
•

Inside City Hall - 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Online at www.tifton.net.

Need to mail us a
payment?
P.O. Box 229
Tifton, Ga 31793
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Fingerprinting is offered at City Hall
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
9am-11am and 2pm-4pm
You must register in advance at
www.aps.gemalto.com.
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!

2022 Annual Report DRAFT TWO A4.indd 13

13

8/23/2022 12:02:22 PM

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
At the Spring 2022 GA-GMIS Touching the Future of Technology
Conference in Athens, Jonathan Taylor was nominated and selected
as the 3rd Vice President of the board. GA-GMIS is the Georgia
Chapter of Government Management Information Sciences. Taylor
is the head of the outreach committee which strives to increase the
organizational awareness and membership of GA-GMIS with all local
government IT leaders throughout the state.

Jonathan Taylor

The IT department’s primary focus
IT Director & Special Projects
was on security this past year. A
jtaylor@tifton.net
majority of the projects focused
around physical security with the
The City of Tifton Information
installation and upgrades to access
Technology Department
controls and security cameras at
oversees all technology that
a number City facilities. We will
is utilized by the City. The IT
also be continuing these security
Department provides the tools
enhancement and further expanding necessary for every department to
the securities and wifi at a number perform their functions effectively.
of locations including Fulwood Park.

New Website
This past fiscal year the IT and
marketing departments debuted the
City of Tifton's redesigned website.
With a focus of making the site
more interactive, easier to navigate,
and connected to the City's social
media outlets to keep citizens
informed. The IT department
also supported the Downtown
Development Authority with the
debut of their new site.

On the new site you can:
• report concerns
• pay your utility bill
• apply for a job
• sign up for alerts
• view municipal code
& more!

www.tifton.net
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Rhythm & Ribs BBQ Festival
March 4-5, 2022
Fulwood Park

This year's Rhythm & Ribs Festival was featured on the
Food Network show "BBQ USA" hosted by Food Network
star Michael Symon.

Save The Date!
2023 Rhythm & Ribs
BBQ Festival
March 3-4, 2023
Fulwood Park
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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Employee Appreciation Luncheon
April 25, 2022
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HUMAN RESOURCES
Emily Beeman

In November, Emily Beeman received a state award from the
Georgia Local Government Personnel Association for Outstanding
Professional Achievement in Local Government Human Resources.

Deputy City Manager
ebeeman@tifton.net

The City of Tifton Human
Resources Department
plans, directs, and oversees
the overall human resource
functions of the City. The
office manages the lifecycle of
employees by administering
all benefits, workers'
compensation, unemployment,
retirement, staffing, riskmanagement, employee
relations, and administration of
City Personnel Policy.

Friendly City Facts
In October, public safety participated in Equity and Inclusion
Training with the Georgia Municipal Association. They learned
about the importance of ensuring that all members of our
community (regardless of gender, race, age, ability, or sexual
orientation) have the same opportunities to prosper.

Human Resources Achievements Include:
9 Launched the City's Education Incentive Program
- This is the first program of its kind in a
decade and encourages employees to seek
higher education.
9 The Wellness Board & Tiftarea YMCA partnered
this year to offer employees a wellness
membership paid at 100% by the City.
9 Hosted Georgia Cities Week with events like an
Employee Appreciation Lunch and "Coffee with
Mayor and Council."

149
20,465
total employees
20
new hires

25

education incentives paid

52
gym memberships paid
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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FINANCIAL REPORT

The Finance Department at the City of Tifton has the primary
role to advise the City Council and City Manager on the financial
status of the City. This department is responsive to the needs of city
government while safeguarding and responsibly managing assets and
resources.

The City's Fiscal Year begins on
July 1 and ends on June 30.

Larry Lawrence

Chief Financial Officer
llawrence@tifton.net

Fiscal Year 2021 Governmental Activities - Revenues

Property taxes and sales taxes account for
46% of governmental activities revenue.
Insurance premium tax and franchise taxes
account for another 16% of revenues.

Fiscal Year 2021 Governmental Activities - Expenses

The most significant governmental expense
for the City is providing public safety
services, such as fire and police. This
comprises 51% of the total government
expenses.
General government administration
accounts for 22% of total government
expenses.
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FISCAL YEAR 2021
The Finance Department utilizes the BS&A system to integrate
finance and accounting functions with human resources, payroll,
utility billing, business licensing, permitting, and code enforcement
into one system. This allows City employees to be more efficient
and significantly reduces the chance of error when importing data
between programs.

SPLOST (Special purpose local option sales tax):
A one-cent sales tax that provides funding exclusively for voter approved
capital projects such as: roads, buildings, vehicles, equipment, and utility
infrastructure improvements.

Lisa Ferguson

Finance Director
lferguson@tifton.net

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
Sparky Lamb

Certified Building Official/
Inspections Manager
slamb@tifton.net

Coming Soon: Construction began on The Apex, a resort-style apartment community on
Carpenter Road in Tifton, in Winter of 2021.

Crystal Gaillaird

Planning & Zoning Director
cgaillard@tifton.net

The University of Georgia's Carl Vinston Institute of Government hosted a Planning
and Zoning 101 class for local officials, staff and Planning and Zoning Board members.
This in-depth training focused on the roles in the planning process and legislative and
administrative decision making.

The City of Tifton Department
of Community Development
encompasses the Planning and
Zoning, Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC), Code
Enforcement, Urban Redevelopment
Agency and Building Inspections
functions for our community.

Friendly City Facts

593
20,465
total permits issued
33

residential permits

Several board seats were filled in FY 21. Among those were (pictured left) Paul
Robertson, Frank Sayles, and Jarrett Haswell to Planning and Zoning and (pictured right)
Caroline Owens to Keep Tift Beautiful.

13

commercial permits
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CODE ENFORCEMENT

The City of Tifton’s Certified Code Enforcement officers respond to
complaints and patrol their assigned areas proactively to identify code violations.
Code enforcement violations include, but are not limited to: inoperable vehicles,
overgrown weeds and grass, vacant and dilapidated structures, dangerous and
uninhabitable structures, and sign violations. The Code Enforcement officers
work with property owners to come up with solutions in a timely manner.

Friendly City Facts

536

total enforcement cases

BEFORE

AFTER
BEFORE

AFTER
BEFORE

AFTER
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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Youth Center Groundbreaking

On August 12, 2021, the City of Tifton held a groundbreaking at the site of the future Anthony
G. Bateman Youth Center. Named after late Tift County coach, the center will be equipped with
classrooms for arts and crafts, a computer room and multipurpose room, and an adult literacy room.
The facility is expected to open in Fall 2022 and will open to children of all ages.
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Nine Oaks Groundbreaking

On September 29, 2021, the City of Tifton and IDP Properties celebrated the groundbreaking of Nine Oaks
Apartments. The event was held at 310 Old Omega Road in Tifton, the future site of the apartment community.
Nine Oaks will have 56 apartment units consisting of one, two and three bedrooms. The community will also
feature a playground, pavilion, community garden, and equipped computer center for the residents' use and
enjoyment. Nine Oaks Apartments will provide an affordable and safe environment for families and individuals
in need of more than housing but in need of a community that will help them develop and thrive.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT
The Tifton Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is a private/
public authority structured to focus development within Downtown Tifton.
The authority’s mission includes the revitalization and redevelopment of the
central core business district of the city.
Tifton Main Street is a part of the Georgia Main Street Program and the
National Main Street Program. Tifton is accredited as an elite Georgia
Exceptional Main Street (GEMS) community designation from the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs.
For available downtown property, investment incentives, our business
directory and more, visit www.downtowntifton.com.

Abbey McLaren

Downtown Development Director
abbey@downtowntifton.com

Total Amount of Private/Public
Investment Downtown

$1,763,939

Commerce Way Redevelopment Project Plans

The City of Tifton was 1 of 9 communities selected to receive a Rural Downtown Redevelopment Grant through the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs. The $955,140 grant is for the Commerce Way Redevelopment Project.

Façade Grant Reimbursements FY2021-2022

$52,182.14
The Tifton Façade Improvement Matching Grant Program is
administered by the Downtown Development Authority as
a part of the Main Street Program’s economic development
beautification program. These capital improvement funds are
available for façade improvements within the boundaries of the
DDA and must be in the historic commercial district. Typically,
commercial tenants or commercial property owners may receive
reimbursements of 50% (not to exceed $5,000.00) of the cost of
the approved storefront or back renovation, paint, or awning.

On August 21, 2021, a sculpture of Downtown Tifton
visionary Harold Harper, Sr. was unveiled at the corner of
First Street (also known as Harold Harper Way) and Main
Street. The sculpture was created by Susie Chisholm.
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RockJulyThe
Block
1, 2022
On July 1, 2022, Tifton came together to celebrate Tifton's 150th Birthday at Rock The Block with birthday
cake, live music, kids' activities, and more. A variety of food vendors were available and classic cars were on
display on Commerce Way and 3rd Street. The night ended with fireworks lighting up the Tifton sky.

Photo Courtesy of Justin Kinsey

Photo Courtesy of The Tifton Gazette

Photo Courtesy of Justin Kinsey

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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The Tift Theatre, which opened in
February of 1937, is home to the Tift
Community Players and is a venue
for theatrical events, concerts, movies
and more.
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TIFT THEATRE
Holden Stokes

Tift Theatre Manager
kstokes@tifton.net

In 1937, Hollywood came to Tifton. In February of '37, the Tift opened with
its premier performance of "Pennies From Heaven". For the next 50 years, the
theatre delighted Tifton with stars of the silver screen in Blockbuster releases
and theatrical productions.The theatre saw three wars come and go before it
went dark in 1987.

Friendly City Facts

The community rallied to support the effort to refurbish the historic Tift Theatre.
Citizens and businesses donated one-third of the funds needed to refurbish the
building, not to mention the countless hours of time spent cleaning the facility,
finally culminating in a gala fundraising grand re-opener in April of 1991 to
inaugurate the theatre.
The 612 seat theatre has been restored to it's original beauty, down to the
circus themed wall accents, originally created by a Ringling Brothers artist.
With our technical capablities, the theatre has the ability to host a variety of
performing arts productions.

602
total seats
20,465
3,248

event attendees

For upcoming events and other info:

www.tifttheatre.org

www.facebook.com/TiftTheatre
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
The City of Tifton Fire Department is committed to
providing our citizens with the best fire protection service
possible. This is accomplished in part by maintaining a
staff of 37 full-time, 7 part-time and 5 volunteer highly
trained personnel. We have three fire stations and an
I.S.O. rating of 2.

Friendly City Facts
Bobby Bennett

967
20,465
total calls
34

structure fires

31
trash fires
20

Fire Chief
bbennett@tifton.net

City of Tifton's ISO Rating is now
a Class 2 for Fire Protection!

The Tifton Fire Department is proud to announce that
the City of Tifton's P.P.C. rating has improved from
a 3 to a 2. The Insurance Services Office (ISO) rates
municpal fire protection services on a scale from one
to ten with one being the highest.
This improved rating may be used by insurance
companies as a criterion in establishing rates for
property insurance, which will be beneficial to
citizens. This will go into effect in September 2022.

vehicle fires

239

accidents

119

hazardous conditions

179

A brand new 105 ft. aerial platform ladder truck was added to the fire department this
fiscal year. It replaced a 1989 aerial platform that was in need of replacement.

false alarms

2rescue
165

medical

In April, the fire department participated in
the City's Touch A Truck event to celebrate
Georgia Cities Week.

In August, the fire department participated
in the Tifton-Tift County Chamber of
Commerce Job Fair.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Tifton Police Department is committed to serving
and protecting the citizens of our community. We are made
up of 51 full-time officers, five part-time officers and nine
civilian personnel. There are five Criminal Investigation
Division (CID) detectives, Municipal Court, five School
Resource Officers (SRO), one Downtown Parking Officer and
one K-9 Officer. In this fiscal year, TPD promoted two officers
to sergeant, two sergeants to master sergeant, and six
officrs to senior police officer through the Career Pathway.

Steve Hyman

Police Chief
steveh@tifton.net

Friendly City Facts

34,598

calls for service answered

3,506

incident reports

20,465
1,364

accident reports

103

violent crimes reported

Senior Officer Serbando Jaimes was presented with the Exchange
Club of Tifton's Officer of the Year.

813

MUNICIPAL COURT

property crimes reported

4,494

traffic citations

6,333

training hours

4,891

municipal cases

The City of Tifton Municipal
Court adjudicates cases arising
out of violations of traffic laws,
local ordinances and certain state
misdemeanors. The Municipal Court
has jurisdiction over ordinance
violations and state misdemeanors,
including traffic violations which occur
within the city limits of Tifton, Georgia.
The current Municipal Court Judge is
Judge Chad VanOrman.

Municipal Court is held on Wednesday
of each week in the City of Tifton
Criminal Justice Center, located at 130
E 5th Street (Hwy. 82 & Commerce
Way), beginning at 2:00 PM.

Gail Drayton

Chief Clerk of Court
gdrayton@tifton.net
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LEROY ROGERS
SENIOR CENTER
Fran Kinchen-Moss
Senior Center Director
fkinchen@tifton.net

Leroy Rogers Senior Center seniors wore orange to support to Senior Hunger
Awareness Month in April.

The Leroy Rogers Senior Center
is a place for seniors to enjoy food,
fun and fitness. Seniors participate
in and enjoy daily planned
programming activities such as
exercise and dance classes, arts and
crafts, games, day trip excursions
and more.

Friendly City Facts

20,465
20,465
total meals served
2,552

rides provided

Seniors enjoy activities like arts and crafts and some are even crowned the
Valentine's Day King & Queen like Mr. Rizer and Miss Norris!

392

total activities

Questions about
the Senior Center's
services or rentals?

In addition to the activities offered by the center, senior clients are provided
hot, balanced lunches Monday-Friday. 6,683 meals were served at the center
and 13,832 were delivered to homebound clients.

Call 229-391-3956.

32 City of Tifton | Annual Report 2021-2022

2022 Annual Report DRAFT TWO A4.indd 32

8/23/2022 12:02:43 PM

SOLID WASTE
Ricky Hobby

Solid Waste Director
rickyh@tifton.net

Weekly Curbside Garbage
•
•
•

Residential solid waste will be collected once per week using
the red cart.
Please have your cart at curbside or at designated area by
7:00 am on collection day.
Make sure all waste is inside the cart bagged and tied.

Weekly Yard Waste
•
•
•

Yard waste shall be at curbside in one pile no bigger than 5 ft
x 8 ft x 3 ft.
All limbs must be 6 inches or less in diameter and cut to 6
foot lengths. Tree trunks larger than 6 inches in diameter will
not be collected.
NO COLLECTION WILL BE MADE IF MIXED WITH GARBAGE
SUCH AS PAPER, PLASTICS, OR METALS.

Weekly Bulky Waste
•
•
•
•

Bulky waste (i.e.: furniture, toys and mattresses will be
picked up once weekly.
Please have the bulky waste curbside or at designated area
by 7:00 am.
Should you require more than 5 items to be picked up,
please call our office for pricing and schedule.
NO CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL WILL BE COLLECTED.

Inert Landfill

601 Armour Street, Tifton, GA
(Wood waste, concrete, bricks)
Monday - Friday:
8:00am - 12:00pm & 1:00pm - 5:00pm
2nd Saturday of every month:
8:00am - 12:00pm

The City of Tifton contracts with Ryland
Environmental for all residential and
commercial solid waste collections
inside the City of Tifton.

Friendly City Facts

59,122
20,465
tons of waste collected
8,650

tons of mulch recycled

7,106

tons of wood waste collected

88

tons of metal recycled

19

tons of tires recycled

Tifton-Tift County Landfill

445 Mitchell Store Road, Tifton, GA
(Solid Waste Materials)
Monday - Friday: 7:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am - 12:00pm
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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PUBLIC WORKS
The City of Tifton Public Works Department maintains 135 miles
of roadway. This includes right of way maintenance, asphalt repair,
signage, signals, roadway markings and tree maintenance. They also
maintain Oak Ridge Cemetery, Fulwood Park and multiple small parks
throughout the City. Street lighting in the downtown district is also
maintained by the City Public Works Department.

Jeff West

Project Manager
jwest@esginc.net

LMIG 2021

Street Resurfacing Projects Totaling

$671,641.85

14 streets resurfaced:

ESG participated in the City's Touch A
Truck event for Georgia Cities Week.
Pictured is Michael Mitchem, Public
Works Manager, with a child on an
excavator.

The Street Department was trained on
safe jet truck operation. This allows the
team to clean storm drains and make
needed repairs.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

18th St
Azalea Dr
Bellview Ave
Carpenter Rd
Chestnut Ave
Collins Ave
Commerce Way
Duggan St
Hall Ave
Magnolia Dr
Oneal Ave
Prince Ave
Tyson Ave

BEFORE

AFTER
The Traffic Department is responsible for maintenance and
repairs to lighting on I-75, like this one at Exit 62.

Landscape crews work hard to make our City look great.
This is an example of a before and after of right-of-way
maintenance on Virginia Avenue.
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Tifton's Arbor Day
February 18, 2022

On February 18, 2022, Mayor Julie Smith read a proclamation declaring the day as Tifton's Arbor
Day. In addition, the Arbor Day Foundation recognized Tifton as being named a 2021 Tree City USA.
Members from the Tifton Tree Board, Georgia Forestry, and Keep Tift Beautiful planted a Longleaf
Pine tree at Murray Avenue and 18th Street. This pine tree was one of many that provided the
resource that created Tifton's economy in the 1800s. This specific type of tree is also why the founder
of Tifton, Captain Henry Tift, established Fulwood Park after his friend, C.W. Fulwood, to enjoy the
beautiful growth of pine trees.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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Publix & ESG Fulwood Park Clean Up
March 24, 2022

As a community outreach initiative, several Publix employees volunteered their time to assist ESG
Operations in clean-up day at Fulwood Park. The volunteers spread fresh mulch and picked up trash
within the park and along the roadways so our citizens can enjoy the beauty and relaxation of the
outdoors here in Tifton.
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UTILITIES

Friendly City Facts

12,060

water services

Through our partnership with ESG, the City of Tifton also provides
water, sewer, and natural gas services to our customers.

$3.77 Million Grant for City Infrastructure Improvements

4.45 MGD

average water treated

8,470

sewer services

5.92 MGD

average waste water influent flow

3,034

•

In 2021, ESG Engineering prepared a Capital Improvement
(Priority Project) Plan that was presented to City Council
to serve as a strategic plan for staging city infrastructure
improvements over the next several years.
• In the 4th quarter of 2021, ESG Engineering, on the City of
Tifton’s behalf, used this Plan to provide the basis for pursuing
grant funding under the ARPA State Funding Program.
• The City of Tifton was selected to receive $3.77M in grant
dollars from the state based on the competitiveness of this
application and are required to match this award with $4M of
local money (ARPA Local Dollars).

natural gas services

BEFORE

546,824

natural gas MCF's used

19

lift stations

8

wells

As part of the ongoing upgrades to the SCADA system that monitors wells
and liftstations, new displays were added to the control room which will allow
operators to more closely monitor critical data.

Michael Chumley received the
2022 Top Wastewater Operator
Award for District 7.

Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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BOARDS &
Keep Tift Beautiful

Historic Preservation
Commission

Keep Tift Beautiful is an affiliate
group of Keep America Beautiful
and Keep Georgia Beautiful. Their
efforts are focused on three main
areas: litter reduction, beautification,
and recycling.

The Tifton Historic Preservation
Commission was established
in 1988 and is responsible
for reviewing Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) applications
to protect historical, cultural and
aesthetic interests to the community.

Downtown Development
Authority

The Tifton Downtown
Development Authority is a private/
public authority structured to focus
on development within Downtown
Tifton. The authority’s mission
includes the revitalization and
redevelopment of the central core
business district of the city.

Board:
• Hal Baxley
• Ray Cross
• Mary Glynn Hendricks
• J. Mullinax
• Dr. Margaret Richardson-Nixon
• Dr. Steve Rigdon
• Jared Ross

Board:
• Chris Beals
• Patty Beasley
• Allina Bennett
• Jimmy Dill
• Linda Drawdy
• Lori Felton
• Cecile Gilliard

Tifton Housing Authority
Board

The Tifton Housing Authority
(THA) has an essential mission
to provide housing assistance for
people with low and moderate
incomes. THA offers quality safe
homes, senior activities and
programs, as well as GED and
educational programs for all ages.

Board:
• Randy Chambers
• Homer Day
• Alice Johnson
• Larry Mims
• Arthur Pettiford
• Dennis Whitehead
• Dina Willis

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tori Heath
Caroline Owens
Karen Shultz
Ryan Voris
David Rhode
Rosemary
Hightower

Board:
• Ann Clayton
• Justin Golden
• Franklin Gull
• Jenny Harper
• Jeff Robbins
• Adam Simmons
• Louise Woodham

Tifton Tree Board
The Tifton Tree Board was created
to protect and preserve the trees
within the City public spaces. The
board oversees the protection,
preservation, and planting of trees in
new construction areas as set forth
in the Code of Ordinances.

Board:
• Lori Felton
• Jimmy Felton
• Al Potts
• Theresa Ryan
• George Vellidis
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COMMITTEES
Urban Redevelopment
The Tifton Urban Redevelopment
Agency (URA) is charged with
the overall economic development
of an area encompassing the
original urban core of the City from
12th Street to 17th Street and Tift
Avenue to Ridge Avenue.

Board:
• Curtis Akins
• Major Battle, Jr.
• Bobbie Campbell
• M. Jay Hall, Jr.
• Vivian Hightower
• Abbey McLaren
• Tyler Riddle

Tifton Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA) is a board to ensure
constitutional due process for
administrative decisions by
the Department of Community
Development. They also hear
cases and grant variances to
certain ordinances.

Board:
• Curtis Akins
• Carter Choate
• Susan Green
• Ruth Lee
• Lonnie Lewis

Tifton-Tift County Public
Library Board

Tifton-Tift County
Tourism Association

The Tifton-Tift County Library
Board reviews and approves
the local budget and helps make
decisions concerning building
maintenance and landscaping of
the Tifton-Tift County Public Library.

The Tifton-Tift County Tourism
Association promotes tourism and
tourism related activities in Tifton and
Tift County.

Board:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tifton Zoning Board
of Appeals

Nancy Trawick
Tony McBrayer
Filiberto Hernandez
Betty Jean Prince
Juan Carlos Diaz
Kendra Gannaway
Charlotte Klesman

•
•
•
•

Val Vanags
Jack Folk
Lillian Morgan
Barbara Pratt

Board:
• William Bowen
• Melody Cowart
• Greg Daniel
• Kathleen Moore
• Frank Sayles
• Pat Welker

Planning & Zoning
Commission

The Planning & Zoning Commission’s
duties involve evaluation of the Greater
Tift County Comprehensive Plan
and reviewing and recommending
amendments and proposed amendments
to the zoning ordinances and zoning
map. They are also responsible for
consideration of subdivision of land.

Board:
• Jarrett Haswell
• Solomon Nixon, Jr.
• Paul Robertson
• Frank Sayles

Are you interested
in serving on a
Community Board?
Board applications are
accepted year-round.

Visit www.tifton.net
for applications or call
229-391-3970 for more
information.
Celebrating 150 years of Tifton!
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Mayor..................................229.339.1776

Tift Theatre.......................229.326.1982

City Manager......................229.391.3937

Leroy Rogers Senior Center....229.391.6189

City Clerk............................229.391.3970

Police Department.............229.382.3132

Customer Service...............229.391.3957

Municipal Court.................229.391.3967

Community Development..229.391.3950

Fire Department................229.391.3996

Urban Redevelopment.......229.391.3868

Human Resources.............229.391.3941

Downtown Development...229.391.3966

Public Works.....................229.391.3944

Finance Department..........229.391.3939

Solid Waste.......................229.556.6222
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